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 MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS 

 

OF THE 

 

WIDEFIELD WATER AND SANITATION DISTRICT 

 Held:   Wednesday, October 21, 2020, at 12:00 p.m. at 8495 Fontaine 

Blvd., in Colorado Springs, Colorado, 80925  

 

Attendance Directors in Attendance Were: 

Mark Watson, President 

Mark Dunsmoor, Vice President 

Frank Watson, Secretary/Treasurer *departure where noted 

Dan Ittner, Asst. Secretary 

Jim Mesite, Jr., Director 

 

Directors Absent (excused):  

None. 

 

Also in Attendance: 

Lucas Hale, District Manager 

Kelly Smith, Director of Administrative Services 

Rob Bannister, District Engineer 

Joe Norris, Collins Cockrel & Cole, P.C., General Counsel 

Members of the Public: Jean Smith, and representatives for the Security 

Fire Department (“SFD”), Jared Smith, David Berard, and Bart Davis. 

 

Call to Order President Watson noted that a quorum of the Board was present and that 

the Directors had confirmed their continuing qualification to serve, and 

therefore called the regular meeting of the Board of Directors of the 

Widefield Water and Sanitation District to order at 12:14 p.m. 

 

Notice Notice of the meeting was properly posted as required by law.  The 

notice also included the agenda items.  Certification of such posting is 

attached hereto. 

 

Disclosure Matters President Watson reported that conflict of interest statements had been 

received from all directors and previously filed with the Secretary of 

State at least 72 hours in advance of the meeting.  Copies of the 

statements are on file with and available online from the Colorado 

Secretary of State. 
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Approval of 

Minutes 

The Board reviewed the Minutes of the September 16, 2020 regular 

meeting.  Upon motion duly made, seconded and unanimously carried, 

the Minutes of such meeting were approved as presented. 

 

Employee 

Recognition 

President Dunsmoor presented a 5-year employee recognition award to 

District Manager Hale and congratulated and thanked Mr. Hale for his 

dedication to the District. 

 

Security Fire 

Department 

The representatives from SFD expressed their concerns with the spacing 

of fire hydrants and fire protection in an older area of the District’s 

service area.  SFD requested that the District purchase or participate in 

purchasing a tanker truck to provide additional fire coverage.  Mr. Hale 

addressed the Board, noting that the District is not able to provide 

funding for fire protection purposes because the purpose of the District 

is to provide water and sanitation services.  Mr. Hale stated that he has 

looked into the situation and the previous fire referenced by SFD and is 

requesting that SFD provide additional notice to the District’s on-call 

operator when they are responding to a fire.  They can work with SFD 

on fire-flows and other issues and will provide locations for all existing 

fire hydrants. 

 

Question from Director Mesite: How much water is needed for fighting 

a typical house fire? 

SFD: About 2,000 gallons, but it does vary depending upon the situation. 

 

Question from Director Dunsmoor: Have they considered their tax 

base and a mill levy increase? 

 

Question from Director Mesite: Did they get mutual aid? 

SFD: Yes, they already receive mutual aid in responding to fires from 

Fountain, Security, and Hannover when needed. 

 

Mr. Hale then explained that the District cannot subsidize the purchase 

of a fire tender truck and is recommending that the Board not participate 

in the purchase of a tender truck for SFD use.  The Board expressed 

agreement and instructed the District staff to provide locations of 

existing fire hydrants for use by SFD in responding to fires. 

 

Financial Matters 

 

  - Monthly 

Financials: 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Hale reviewed with the Board the District’s financial reports.  Cash 

increased about $1.3 million due to tap fees and water resource 

acquisition fees received.  Improvements have been completed at the 

two PFAS treatment facilities, which added to the depreciation of 
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assets on the financials in an amount of approximately $2,600,000.  

There was a decrease in water revenue due to the seasonal drop in 

usage but overall this year is tracking high compared to a typical 

August.  Professional fees increased due to a payment to Garver on the 

master plan work.  Maintenance and repairs fees increased due to 

changed out pre-filters and battery backups and miscellaneous 

landscaping work.  License fees have decreased because the District’s 

annual wastewater permit and license was paid in July.  A bulk 

purchase of water meters was made in August.  They are trying to 

accelerate the meter replacement program with severely outdated 

meters so they don’t have to run on two meter-reading systems.  Mr. 

Hale then reported that the District has collected 39 water tap fees, 39 

sewer tap fees, and 28 water resource acquisition fees in the month.   

 

Preliminary 2021 

Draft Budget 

Presentation 

Mr. Hale presented the Board with the preliminary 2021 draft budget 

and described in detail the main components of the budget.  A copy of 

the budget presentation to the Board is attached hereto.   

 

Manager’s Report 

 

 - Operations 

 

 

 

Mr. Hale discussed two water complaints; one related to hydrant flushing 

which has been resolved and one was related to a whole home-humidifier 

installed by a customer.  A pump at the Booster Pump Station 2 was 

overheating due to a power line issue.  This pump has been replaced. The 

District has finally made its first replacement of the ion exchange resin 

for the Calgon vessel at the PFAS plant.  The resin has significantly 

exceeded its expected life and the District is encouraged by the 

performance.  Rock Creek Mesa Water District ran out of water and have 

requested supplemental water from the District.  The District is 

providing water temporarily that they are trucking from a hydrant meter 

and being charged at the current out of District rate.  The District will 

allow for this supplemental supply for the remainder of 2020 and will 

reassess at that time.  On September 30, 2020 Fountain had a water leak, 

impacting District facilities.  The leak caused a sewer overflow which 

was reported to CDPHE and caused sediment buildup in the wastewater 

plant clarifier.  

 

Question from Director Mesite: How much did the Fountain break cost 

the District?  

Mr. Hale: About $3,000 to $4,000 in parts and equipment plus 

additional staff labor expenses.  At this point, we have not requested 

reimbursement from Fountain but will be working with them to make 

sure all repairs and cleanup is completed. 
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Engineer’s Report 

 

Rob Bannister informed the Board that the blower building for the 

generator could be delivered soon and he is hoping the project will be 

complete in 2020.  The carport project is complete and they are working 

through the final payment and closeout.  Mr. Bannister and Mr. Hale are 

meeting weekly to discuss the Master Plan, to move things forward and 

to address all comments.  Concerning the Air Force PFAS Facility, there 

is one last directional drill on a raw water line and connecting W3 to W4 

wells.  The treatment facility is doing pressure testing inside the plant 

and they are nearing completion. 

 

Attorney’s Report Mr. Norris discussed the resolution approving the sale of the H2O Ranch 

property.  Fountain has provided all of the information they need for 

easements and retaining water rights to the H2O Ranch water rights and 

we have resolved all remaining issues with the closing documents.  Mr. 

Hale and Mr. Norris described the public bid and offer for sale of the 

property and presented the proposed resolution approving the sale.  Upon 

motion duly made, seconded and unanimously carried, the Board 

approved the resolution approving the sale of the H2O Ranch property. 

 

Mr. Norris discussed the resolution to certify delinquent accounts for 

collection by the County.  President Watson opened the public hearing 

on the matter, and having no public comment, closed the hearing.  Upon 

motion duly made, seconded and unanimously carried, the Board 

approved the resolution certifying delinquent accounts. 

 

Mr. Norris then presented various easements granted to the District for 

ratification and approval by the Board.  With President Watson 

abstaining from the vote and upon motion duly made, seconded and 

carried by a vote of three in favor and none against, the Board ratified 

the water line easements and temporary construction easements.   

 

Public Comment None. 

 

Other Business None. 

 

Adjournment There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting 

was adjourned at 3:07 p.m. 

 

/s/ Dan Ittner 

Assistant Secretary 

 


